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was the case in Japan. In China, Western Civilization spread by
what he calls "diffused assimilation" without the intervention of a
"powerful ruling class" or "centralized leadership in culture
control" (ibid., p. 24).

In which case there does not seem to be a fundamental difference
in kind between Chinese and Western Civilization, as Mr. Hu Shih
has affirmed. He quotes Mr. Wang T'ao as among those who held
the "civilization of the West" in unreserved admiration, and Mr.
Wang T'ao had said: "My observation is that the political life of
England embodies the best ideals of our classical antiquity" (ibid.,
p. 33). Even in the more limited field of science, Mr. Hu Shih
asserts that the Chinese philosophers had the "scientific spirit"
(ibid., p. 67), but they had "no method" (ibid., p. 67). Subsequently,
however, he says that the "philosophy of scientific investigation
of the twelfth century had at last found a workable method in the
seventeenth. This scientific spirit and methodology placed the new
scholarship on a solid basis and produced the age of scientific
research in the humanistic and historical studies during the last
three hundred years" (ibid., pp. 69-70). Later on, Mr. Hu Shih says
that a recent revolution in sinological studies has made the Chinese
youth to understand that the "so-called procedure of science is,
after all, not so alien and strange to the Chinese intellectual tradi-
tion" (ibid., p. 77).

The real difference that Mr. Hu Shih has in view is the subject
matter of the studies of the Greeks and of the Chinese philosophers:
while the former studied both the humanistic and the scientific
subjects, the latter confined themselves to the humanistic and the
historical. Granting that this is historically true, notwithstanding
the pursuit of astronomy by the Chinese (ibid., p. 28), what is the
significance of it? It is often stated that Vienna and Edinburgh
Universities are famous for the study of medicine, and Oxford excels
in the classics, while Cambridge is pre-eminent in mathematics.
Taking this to be true, does it follow that there is a wider and deeper
significance in these resemblances and differences? Even in the
same university all professors and scholars do not study the same
subject; they take different subjects. Dr. Hu Shih contrasts the